
To find out more about the Plan please visit the 
Neighbourhood Plan website:
www.batchworthplan.org.uk

Please submit your views by either completing the 
questionnaire online or by hand and returning to the Council 
offices at Basing House, 46 High Street, Rickmansworth WD3 
1HP. Please respond by 18th July 2021.

Based on ideas suggested at earlier consultation events a 
Vision for Batchworth has been drafted.  This is:

“The richness of natural assets in Batchworth will be 
strengthened, building its reputation as the “Green and 
Blue Area”.  This will be reflected both in the protection 
and enhancement of open spaces, wetland areas and 
riparian environment, biodiversity and wildlife habits, but 
also through measures that deliver high standards of 
sustainability in new and existing buildings, and the way 
that we move around.

Infrastructure that supports walking and cycling, 
particularly for shorter, everyday journeys, will be 
provided, facilitating safe and sustainable access for all 
residents and visitors.

A wide range of recreational and community facilities 
will help make Batchworth a thriving and healthy place 
to live, learn, work and play for everyone, of all ages and 
abilities.

Through public realm improvements and business-
friendly policy, local centres and employment areas at 
Money Hill, Tolpits and Rickmansworth Town Centre 
will be bolstered to create flexible, socially inclusive, 
economic and social hubs that respond to modern-day 
life and working patterns.

New residential development will embed high 
environmental standards and quality of design, and 
be delivered alongside appropriate infrastructure.  
Individual character areas, from Rickmansworth Town 
and Money Hill to Moor Park and Eastbury, will retain 
their distinctive identities, preserving existing built 
and natural heritage whilst encouraging innovative and 
sustainable design.”

A vision for 
Batchworth
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What if we...
Create a connected network of green corridors 
across the town by incorporating green 
infrastructure into the built environment through 
street planting and landscaping.  This could 
include incorporation of street trees, wildflowers 
and raingardens, bringing biodiversity and 
environmental benefits into the urban environment, 
transforming and retrofitting ‘grey’ spaces to bring 
people closer to nature.

Increase and improve access to green and blue 
spaces through a legible and well-maintained 
network of public rights of ways and cycle paths 
so that people can move to and from these in a 
safe, environmentally-friendly manner.

Identify areas of green space of value to the 
community for long-term protection, including 
places for leisure and recreation, as well 
as important wildlife habitats and areas of 
biodiversity.  These could include longer term 
protection of places such as Bury Gardens, the 
Eastbury Recreation Ground and others.

1.

2.

3.

Objective 1:
To enhance the richness and 
experience of green and blue 
assets in the area
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What if we...
Embed sustainable design principles such as high 
energy efficiency standards, maximising natural 
lighting and using eco-friendly materials, into 
all development, bringing cost savings to all and 
reducing carbon emissions.

Support the building of a network of community-
owned renewable energy generation projects, 
taking advantage of the town’s existing natural 
assets to produce green energy for the use of 
local businesses and residents.  This might 
include a small solar farm or electricity-generating 
watermills into the existing waterways.

New energy efficient housing scheme in Norwich, source: Mikhail Riches Architects

Westmill Solar Cooperative, Oxfordshire, source: B. Cavanna

Mitigate against increasing extreme weather 
events, developing a strategy that identifies 
opportunities for effective flood mitigation 
measures and embeds sustainable urban 
drainage solutions into streets, open spaces and 
developments.

1.
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Objective 2:
To sensitively respond to 
the challenges of and future 
proofing Batchworth against the 
impacts of climate change
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What if we...

Objective 3:
To strengthen community 
cohesion and inclusiveness 
by making Batchworth an 
attractive place for all to live and 
work in 

Support delivery of a wide range of housing 
types and products that cater for the needs of 
our changing population, including homes for the 
elderly, young families, opportunities for self and 
custom build homes, and new affordable homes.

Prepare a masterplan for Rickmansworth town 
centre, establishing guidance around future forms 
and scale of development, and improvement to 
the quality of public spaces, creating thriving 
and vibrant places that foster social interaction 
and attract investment.  Provision of new social 
and community facilities should be directed to 
our centres, with the Rickmansworth Library and 
Watersmeet Theatre becoming the heart of civic 
life and a ‘public room’ where a wide-range of 
events and activities take place.  

Provide flexible working spaces for small 
businesses and start-ups, responding to changing 
working patterns, and supporting environmental 
improvements to the Tolpits area, enhancing 
access, relationship with the waterfront, and 
providing a central hub supporting the growth of 
smaller businesses.  

1.

2.

3.

Example of self-build housing, Almere, The Netherlands
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Objective 4:
To promote high quality 
design in new development 
that helps build a sense of 
place, responding to the 
character and identity of 
individual areas in Batchworth

Establish guidance on the appropriate scale, 
height, materials and design of development, 
responding to the distinctive identities in 
each neighbourhood.  Guidance could also be 
established in respect of car parking in residential 
areas that minimises the impact of the car on the 
quality of the street environment. 

What if we...

Promote independent design review of proposed 
new developments to support delivery of good 
design.

Identify opportunities to improve “gateways” 
to the area, such as Batchworth Lock and the 
railway station, that celebrate arrival to, and 
welcome visitors.  This could include public 
realm improvements and improved routes and 
connections that encourage people to spend time 
in these areas.

1.
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What if we...
Make streets safer for cyclists and pedestrians, 
allowing short journeys currently made by car to 
be replaced by bike or on foot, rebalancing road 
provision and creating safe and attractive routes 
that allow movement by all ages and abilities 
for everyday trips.  Streets and junctions to be 
reconfigured along best-practice Dutch-style 
principles to make walking and cycling attractive 
propositions.

Plan for an improved public transport service, 
alongside other emerging technology, such as 
‘mobility as service’ and micro-mobility hubs, 
promoting these as attractive alternatives to 
private car use and ownership.

Preserve and enhance existing river and canal 
towpaths to ensure that they remain integral 
corridors of movement for Batchworth.  This will 
include ‘breaking the barrier’ created by highways 
infrastructure around Rickmansworth for example, 
making these streets easy to cross and facilitating 
improved access to the waterfront.
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Objective 5:
To improve access and 
movement for allNeighbourhood
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